CANADA   &   THE   CANADIANS
equal justice. Wide margins are allowed    of freedom for all rather than on the for   the   customs   of   aliens;    special   troubles of a sect.    During the census-taking  of
privileges are accorded to sects with religious scruples not in accord with the country's ways. Sometimes one may read, as in the outstanding case of the Russian Doukhobors, words suggesting that it is not so. Such pronouncements are partisan and founded on hearsay. The truth is that the communities of Doukhobors thrive in this new land ; but many of the people have no understanding of the State, of the Commonweal. They acknowledge, when they acknowledge aught, remaining in their settlements, only the autocratic heads of their community, and to these they doff and defer as if they were gods.
In the returns of the census we find enlightenment on the difficulties of Canada in her spirit and policy
CANADA'S   VARIANTS   OF   NORWAY'S   SKI
As worn by Canadian lumbermen, saowshoes are about three teet
and a halt long and broad in proportion.   The frame is of tough
wood, usually hickory, with a webbing of hide strips.   Tracker?
snovtrshoes are longer and very narrow
1921 some Doukhobors in British Columbia refused to give any information to the census-taker, threatening him with violence. When he returned with police (the police unarmed), the Doukhobors, following a custom they have when under stress of emotion, disrobed, both men and women, and attacked census-taker and police with the first weapons to hand. In such ways, and by their frequent refusal to conform to laws, such as those relative to sending children to school, or to the registering of births and deaths, some of these people present difficulties to a humane government.
The Ruthenians, a Slavic people, are also illiterate and rather bovine. The majority of them are from Galicia, but there are many Bukowinians even more illiterate. These supply, however, much of the unskilled labour needed in a land in the making. There is hope for their progress, and there are signs of it. As in the United States, so in Canada a race is being made out of many races. It is hardly right to speak of this as a race problem, the word problem having an implication of bafflement. There are certainly minor hitches in the making of that race, such as those occasioned in some of the less progressive settlements of the Mennonites by the priests adopting a view of the Order in Council granting to -them, on coming to Canada, religious and educational liberty, which seems to result merely in keeping the people uneducated.
But in all such matters time itself is a factor toward betterment. Any race will cease to be happy m
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